Brad’s Rants

Hi all your friendly neighbourhood Youth Minster ‘ordinar’ here with his first instalment of what will become my weekly (for the most part) internet column. So I though by way of introduction to this I would explain the purpose behind the column.


First the name why would I call this column ‘Brad’s Rants’, what kind of name is that, first most people call what I write a rant, I tend to go off topic when I am writing because this is how my brain works.  So rather than a steady flow of thoughts it comes off more like a rant, plus I tend shot from the hip with passion so it comes off once again like a rant.  Finally back in my old MSVU days I wrote editorials for the school paper, as an editor I sucked (why would the guy who can’t spell be the last person to see the school paper before it went to press), but I had a good time writing the article and had a good amount of hits.  So here we are let the rants begin.


The purpose of this column will be two fold, first to answer any questions you might send me during the week in a really in-depth and interesting way.  Secondly to if no questions come in to take a topic I hear about, or that comes up in a discussion to prayer and then let the fingers hit keys.


So to begin I thought I would start in the field I am most comfortable in other than religion or Yu-Gi-Oh (by the way great new episode on Saturday).  That right if you have ever been in my office you would know I studied Political Science as university student (it says that on my degree).  So I will follow Father James’s lead and talk about Politics.  Politics by the way is not to come up in polite conversation but I do it all the time so here we go.


For anyone who did not make it to LIFE TEEN Halifax or to the Confirmation retreat last weekend you missed Father James talking about the election.  On January 23rd Canadians will pick a government to lead our country.  This is a big deal as for a time period any where from a few weeks or up to five years these people will be making decisions that effect our lives.  Even though some of you can’t vote this election as all elections has a direct effect on your lives, from whether university expense are funded better to concerns about public versus private health care these are all going to have an effect on our lives.  Government make important choices so it is important who we choices to become our next government.  (See I know what I am talking about)

Christ calls us to daily to pick up our cross and follow him, which includes during the election, especially when we vote so please if you can vote do vote, it is a right you have and a reasonability as a Canadian (look it up it part of the law of the reasonability of citizenship in the Constitution, remember I am a political science grad), secondly take your cross (metaphorically speaking) into the voting booth and use it to make the right choice.  Every vote matters especially in an election that is this close.

Once again the hard part about this is many of you can’t vote so here are my top three ways to get involved in an election where you can’t vote.

1. Pray- pray for those who are voting and the people who will make up our new government, pray that they will make choices of faith that will protect our society for any further moral decay

2. Talk to your parents, older friends and any other caring adult you have a relationship with and remind them of their responsibility to vote and to vote for a person who will up hold good Christian values.

3. Learn more about what each party stands for and what you local candidates believe, each party has a website with their platform on it and ways to contact the local candidates so you can e-mail them you concern.

4. Finally pay attention to what goes on in the world, speech out again things that go against what we believe for we are to be ‘salt and light’ to the world, a people who make a difference to the world they live in. (Matthew 5:13-16.)  When trying to pay attention I recommend reading paper, check news websites, listen to radio and. caution be aware everyone has a bias, find out that bias and understand it before you sink to much into what you say.  For example the National Post will favour the Conservative Party in it’s writing so know that before you read the paper and be aware all paper, radio stations, websites and television stations will have a particular slant on a topic.  I recommend www.cbc.ca, www.ctv.ca, as well as check different party’s websites to learn more about what is going on in the world.

As Christian we can support and should support a political party and government that will protect the interest of all people and help to provide us will a fair and just society.  These are the values of Christ and therefore the values we should abide by.
I’m Brad MacKinnon and that’s what I had to say.

For more on government I recommend and look up 2419 to 2463 in Catechism of the Catholic Church, you can do this on-line by going to http://www.scborromeo.org/ccc.htm good resource for Catechism on-line.  Please comment on this on our form to know how I am doing.






