Brad’s Rants

Hi all, your friendly neighbourhood Youth Minster ‘ordinaire’ here with his tenth and prospective changing addition of, (da, da, da) Brad’s Rants.  I am this week going to share another one of my favourite stories.  This one is fresh so there is little to no chance any of you have heard this yet.  So here we go.

Two weeks ago, on the weekend of March 24th, I went on a little trip to Sydney Nova Scotia.  I did not go alone as Dave MacPhee (from LT Dartmouth) and Cristina came along, together we went to Sydney to run a Core Team Retreat for the LIFE TEEN Sydney program.  It is only 6 months old so they wanted some support.  It was a blast; we had so much fun plus it is always good to go to Cape Breton.  I spent a lot of time there growing up and it always feels like going home.  Along the way we meet many of Dave’s relatives but non more exciting or interesting for me then his uncle.  Here is a picture of the two of them together (Dave has a beard now).

[image: image1.jpg]




That’s right, Dave’s uncle is Father Norman MacPhee of Our Lady of Fatima Parish in Sydney.  Father Norman has been a priest most of his life. In fact Father Norman has been a priest for 47 years, since he was 23 years old (47 + 23 = 70, his actual age).  As we sat and had breakfast with Father Norm he told us some stories, talked about getting ready for a funeral that he had that morning and the Mission he was running the rest of the weekend and I say this remarkable thing, pure joy.  Father Norman loves what he does, he loves his vocation to the priesthood, he loves helping people, he loves his life he is one of the happiest people I have met in my whole life.  This was a great pleasure and witness for me, as some people have the idea that priests live these boring or sad lives, where they are lonely and forgotten, but Father Norman reminded me that this is not true, many of them find a sense of delight and purpose for their vocation.  Father Norman loves being a priest and it was written all over his face.

This got me thinking about my own life and my vocation to my wife Therese.  I am never happier than I am when I am with her.  I love her with my whole heart, this does not mean we do not fight or have hard times but I still find my true love and ultimate source of grace from her.  So what does one thing have to do with the other? What does the happy marriage of a 24-year-old Halifax youth minister have to do with the vocation of a 70 year old Sydney Catholic Priest?  A whole lot.

We both have found our ultimate joy because of finding our vocation in life.  As I thought about this I thought about a passage from Jeremiah 29:11, it reads, “For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare, not for woe! plans to give you a future full of hope.”  I know now looking back on my life thus far that the plan God had in mind for my life was greater than any plan I could have had for myself.  The moment I started asking God what to do with my life, rather than trying to tell God what I wanted or go it alone is the moment I started to find right path.  This path would eventually lead me to this point in my life and reality. The happiest I have even been.   So what does this have to do with vocations?

Well, everything. Vocations are what we are called to, it is a state of life, whether, religious, married or single this is the place God wants you to be.  This vocation is the place God needs you to be to fill the second part of this, a job.  Some people will also find that God is calling them to have a particular job in life.  This is the job God made them for and purpose they have in life.  That job and state of life will help a person find the most joy they have found.  How do I find this purpose?


This is that hard part; you have to pray.  You simple ask God, what do you want me to do with the rest of my life.  Then wait for an answer.  (More on prayer try Brad’s Rants 5) Not to hard right? Well wrong.  It could take a while to figure this out because God mostly gives us feelings rather than direct words, which means there is some trial and error.  This means after you have an idea you have to try out a vocation.  For example people called to marry each other date, well if you are called to a religious vocation, try a come and see weekend.  Many places have them. I can help you find one if you are interested or contact Father Roberto or Sister Kate (srkate@lifeteenhalifax.ca) , They can help.  If you are going to be single, then be single. Try being on your own without dating and just having friends, it is a good thing to try.

The moral of the story is no matter what you do know that God has one thing in mind for you. Jer 29:11 “For I know well the plans I have in mind for you, says the LORD, plans for your welfare, not for woe! plans to give you a future full of hope.”  Trust in God’s Plan; it will work out for the best.

If you want more info on this try www.lifeteen.com . They have a great vocations section on their web site.
That’s it. I hope this will help on your path to your vocation in life. Until next time:
I’m Brad MacKinnon and that’s what I had to say.






