Brad’s Rants 16: Persecution

Hi all, your friendly neighbourhood Youth Minster ‘ordinaire’ here with his sixteenth and, toughest (errrra) Brad’s Rants.  The funny noise this week is the strain I put myself through thinking about how to cover this topic.  This week Brad’s Rant will cover the topic of Persecution.  This topic hit close to home with a lot of us, Teens, Core Members, Parents, Priests and pretty much everyone has to deal with persecution.  It is part of our faith.  It unfortunately is not often talked about because it is a difficult topic.  Plus it is minimised in society today as we are told that good things shouldn’t hurt.  Well there is bad news in everyone’s life, a little rain will fall and persecution will most likely be a reality for most Catholics

If we are doing something right it will happen.  We will face it during out life. People will persecute us for our faith.  Jesus himself said as much.  Luke 21:12 says, "Before all this happens, however, they will seize and persecute you, they will hand you over to the synagogues and to prisons, and they will have you led before kings and governors because of my name.”  The Devil hates to see us happy. Old dirty face (still the devil just a better name) hates to see people finding God because the he is miserable and wants us to share in the sadness.  It is our responsibility as Christians to know that this will happen, not fear it but be ready for it.  To know it is alright to be persecuted for Jesus because Jesus is worth it.  At least I can say that with out the slightest hint of hesitation in my voice (or in this case in my key strokes).  Every nasty mean thing done to me is worth the love and joy of knowing Jesus.  

During our faith journey God will call us to go deeper, and this is when Satan will strike.  Usually after a good experience of faith or when God is calling us to do more in the church or grow in our faith is when old dirty face will rear his nasty head.  When we are doing something right is when we will be attacked. A good analogy for this is a dog.  Satan is like a dog on a chain and will not bite as long as we don’t get too close.  The problem is that there is that we have to get too close, because there is something on the other side of where the dog is at that we need to get through.  So we are stuck in many ways with this problem.  To go further in our faith we will have to face this beast (not always but a lot)


In Jesus’ ministry this is reflected in Matthew’s Gospel Chapter 4, where Jesus is temped by the devil.  Jesus went through this temptation and then after that the next event in Matthew’s gospel is the beginning of his Ministry.  God Calls you to go deeper, the devil will tempt you, but we need to trust in the Lord even more during our temptation because this is part of our life.  ‘Everything is life is worth fighting for.’ Someone famous and wiser than me said that but it is as true if not truer in matters of faith.  Our faith will at points lead us to the cross, but the cross leads us to Resurrection.


Basically in everyone’s life there will come a time of persecution.  In this time find comfort in the Lord, know that suffering is alright, embrace the cross (metaphorically speaking) and know that Jesus is with you.  God will get you through the time of trial and lead us all to eternal life and in our lives to another place of happiness.  Do not be afraid and trust in the lord.

How we do this through prayer, grounding our lives as a people of faith in prayer is key.  Finding comfort in any and all kinds of prayer will help you.  I find personal scripture, my rosary, quietly talking to God and praise and worship help me a lot in my hour of need.  This leads to another good point, have a community to come to when you are in need of being picked up and loved.  These people will carry us when we can not walk. Go to the sacraments, especially the Eucharist, you will find strengthen in the one who sent you.  Know always that God is with us and walks with us in our time of need in our time of persecution. Mathew 5:10 says, “Blessed are they who are persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”  Know that God is with us.

The hardest thing I will tell you comes for Paul’s letter to the Roman’s chapter 12 verse 14, “Bless those who persecute (you), bless and do not curse them.”  Pray for people who cause you this suffering.  It is so hard believe me to have someone hurt you and not retaliate and get even.  It is so hard to simply right them of as bad people and forget about them.  It is so hard to forgive those who trespass against us.  But it is faith.  We need to pray and forgive those who hurt us because it is what we are called to.  We need to pray for them because they most likely need it.  They need God’s mercy as much as we do.  I challenge you to reflect upon the death of Saint Stephen (the end of chapter 7 of the Acts of the Apostles).  Saint Stephen forgave those people as they killed him, we need to pray for that kind of strength to forgive those of persecute us, pray to be a loving and forgiving as Saint Stephen.

So what’s the Good News? We are saved, that our lives are better for knowing Jesus Christ than before.  That this time of trial is nothing compared with the love of our God.  That Cross leads to new life and new love, true love, joy, happiness and the saving grace of God is worth the small aches and pains on the road of faith.  
Don’t go through this alone I and the whole Core Team are here when you need us.  My love and prayers goes out you all of you.  Until then:
I’m Brad MacKinnon and that’s what I had to say.
(If you like to ask any questions, Brad Rants is a topic in the LT section of the Forum or e-mail questions about any topic to brad@lifeteenhalifax.ca)






