Brad’s Rants 19: Re-Run

Hi all, your friendly neighbourhood Youth Minister ‘ordinaire’ here with his nineteenth and, rehashed (and the LIFE TEEN idol is) Brad’s Rants.  That is in honour of Taylor Hicks the latest American idol winner.  Hopefully Taylor’s career will be more like Carrie Underwood and less like Ruben Stubbert.  I know some of you just said Ruben who, and that’s my point.  This article stems from the fact that a lot of television shows are now done for the summer or for ever (Will & Grace, & That 70’s show to name a few).  I know we all watch television and some of us too much (that would be me).  The thing I recently realised or re-learned the other night is what we watch has a profound effect on how we act.

This profound (not really) self realisation came on Monday Night when my wife and I curled up on the couch to watch the old television.  She was happily marking away as I was watching attentively one of my favourite comics, Chris Rock.  That’s right I will admit it I like to watch and listen to Chris Rock.  I find his style of cultural observational humour to be quite interesting to me.  The problem is, as I laughed at all his jokes I never realised how much he cursed during his act.  The other problem is that I did realise how much it affected me.  I noticed after the tape was done and we were just talking in a matter of minutes I said 2 or 3 curse words.  It was amazing for the first time in a long time I was actually cursing a lot.  Not having one slip out on occasion, not saying something bad if I bashed my hand, I said it for no good reason.  Then I stopped to think about where it came from, why I was doing this.  Then I remembered good old Chris.  I had watched him for about hour and soaked it up like a sponge.  Temptation is very really and happens in real ways.

As I searched my handy digital bible I found this piece of scripture for the Letter of James chapter 1 versus 12 to 18.  It says, “Blessed is the man who perseveres in temptation, * for when he has been proved he will receive the crown of life that he promised to those who love him.  No one experiencing temptation should say, "I am being tempted by God"; for God is not subject to temptation to evil, and he himself tempts no one.   Rather, each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own desire.   Then desire conceives and brings forth sin, and when sin reaches maturity it gives birth to death.   Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers:  all good giving and every perfect gift * is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no alteration or shadow caused by change.   He willed to give us birth by the word of truth that we may be a kind of first fruits of his creatures.”


The first thing that struck me when I read this scripture was that there is hope in God.  God knows we are tempted not by God but by desire. We must learn to control our selves and our desire.  Not to be people who are ruled by our environment our by our impulses but to truly have Christ at the center of our hearts.  True freedom will come when we are not ruled by impulses but lead by the spirit of truth, the Spirit of God.

The other thing I want to throw out there is this:  free will, I had a choice to say dumb things or not to.  I should have just stopped but I didn’t.  I have a choice, but the world I live in and what I expose myself to does have an effect on how I live my life.  The issue is then should we expose our self and how much?  There is no easy answer the truth is the more we limit our expositor the better off we will be.  So be aware of what you watch and how much it is getting into your head.  As we all know, to jump off a roof and try to fly would be dumb (or at least I hope you know that).  So just because someone says or does something on television why should you.  Use your free will to do the right thing.

None of what I said up to this point also included the health related problems including, obesity and other problems and other issues that stem from television.  Now before all of you people right angry e-mails about computer and video games do the same thing I agree.  Even though I used specific examples from television all of the above complaints and criticism could apply to any form of media.  It is important to remember our environment does have an effect on us which is what Paul said to Timothy in his second letter, chapter 3.  There is a list of things that will take place in the end of days.  These are many of the temptations we know we face in the world and especially in the media.  Be aware of these influences on our view of the world and the way we live our lives as no one remains unaffected.  ‘We must live in the world but not of the world.’ Someone much smarter than I said that but it is the best advice I can give to anyone trying to be a Christian is a Post-Christian society.   So before you get hooked on the Summer Session of new television ask yourself.  Am I living life or watching life?  Until next time:
I’m Brad MacKinnon and that’s what I had to say.
(If you like to ask any questions or suggest topics, Brad Rants is a topic in the LT section of the Forum or e-mail questions about any topic or topic suggestions to brad@lifeteenhalifax.ca)






