Brad’s Rants

Hi all your friendly neighbourhood Youth Minster ‘ordinare’ here with his fourth  and most fun article I have written to day for my weekly internet column, (blamo) Brad’s Rants.  I am still working my way through the Q-box questions from Jan 22 and I will get back to more questions next in the mean time if you have a burning question try this.  Go to www.lifeteenhalifax.ca go to the form section and then the LIFE TEEN section and then q-box.  The q-box will posy answers when ever it goes on and check the form.  This week I decide to do some thank you(s) for I have a lot to be thankful for.

As I sat writing this article, on Sunday February 12th, in the basement of Saint Theresa’s church, I realised something was missing.  So as I look around the room and the hall was empty, no environment set up, no food out and nothing ready for LT tonight I realised how sad this makes me.  It was sad because we had to cancel our first Life Night.  I know we still had Mass and there was still a chance that some of you would role in for Mass and at the very least Father James, Heather, Cristina and I would have Mass together but it still not the same.  Even when one of you missed any given week it’s really not the same, it different and not quite right in some way, as if a piece of LIFE TEEN Halifax is missing.  Sure we had no LIFE Night at Christmas, and I miss three Sundays in the past (two for World Youth Days and One for John Deg’s Wedding) but this one was different it made me realise what a gift this ministry has been for my life.

You see as much as people come and say to me, ‘Oh Brad what a good job you’re doing’ or ‘Brad you do such great work with those young people’ or my favourite, ‘Brad clean the bathroom’ oh sorry wrong channel, I was getting my Mom for a second there lets try that again.  My favourite thing people say to me is, ‘Brad you are such a good man, good job with the young people.’ I have come to realise LIFE TEEN and this ministry is a greater gift to me than I am to it.  LIFE TEEN has given me a place to belong, a purpose in life and a real way to express my passion, the passion I have for Jesus Christ.  In reality God gives me more graces through LIFE TEEN Halifax then I can give LIFE TEEN.  What does this represent, well it shows me that my ministry is a great blessing in my life, next to my wife Therese, I find more grace, peace, joy and love in this ministry then anywhere else in LIFE.  So you could say LIFE TEEN has given me LIFE, it has given me purpose and joy.  For this I thank you all, for being a part of this faith community, this LIFE TEEN family and being a part of this joy.  Today I have some very special thanks to give to certain people

The first not of thanks goes to God, thank you for coming into my life.  Thank you for picking me up and caring me when I could not walk.  Thank you for the many blessings I have received and continue to review through your mercy.  Thank you for the gift of faith and thank you for the wonders I get to experience.  I could say thank you for ever but it would not be enough, so I simply say, thank you.


To my beloved wife, the love of my life, my source of grace, Therese, I thank you for listening to me and loving me.  It is your love and support that has made everything I do possible, you are a gift and truly the best thing that has happen to me.  I could write more but nothing but I love you, seems enough.


The next thank you goes to Father White.  I have known Father White for almost 2 years and he is truly an inspiration to me.  In the past two years he has moved from simply being my boss to my mentor and has taught me a lot about ministry more then I will ever learn in a class.  Father White thank you for all you do for me and LIFE TEEN Halifax that no one knows.

While I’m in the mode of thanking clergy I will move to Father James, I have know Father James since as he likes to put it, “I had a pierced tongue and was far from the church”.  Thank you for all you do and the countless hours and sacrifices you do for the young people of this community.  You are inspiration, thank you for your support and prayers for all of us.


As well thanks goes out to all the priest who have helped out in the last year at LIFE TEEN events, Father Jim, Father Rob, Father Tim, Father John, Father Gilbert, Father Ham, Father Con, Father Kenny, Father Randy, Father Mark and all of the priest who pray and support LIFE TEEN you have all been a blessing to us, please continue your wonderful and so important ministry to our church.


I would be remiss if I did not thank the Arch-bishop Terrence Prendergast, who has been a great support to us.  Your Grace, it has been a pleasure working with you and the passion you have for young people has been a blessing for all of us to experience.


I would like to now move on to the Core Team.  This is hard as I could write a book on each of you, you have moved from being strangers who came to this program through the grace of God and have become my family people I love and respect and care about as if you were my brothers and sister, in fact you are through Christ we are one family and I love you all.  Jeff, Mark, Tony, Steff, Sister Kate, Karen, Sister Erin, Adam, Dave, Libby, Melissa, Lisa (Rocket), Jenna, Amanda, Sarah, Lisa M., Joe, Matt, Mike, Drew & Liz.

To the wonderful music ministry that blesses every week with your gifts and talents.  Bless you for all you do thank you for all you give and please know the sacrifices you make are notice and we are always grateful even if we do not always say it.  Heather thank you for your dedication, your continued friendship, and many gifts.  Thank you all Zack, Kelly, Chris, Anne Marie, Sharon, Christine, Meagan, Marta, Ester, Sister Kate & Nathaniel.

To Lindsay and the parents and adults who set up our environments, the people no one sees but me, thank you.  These little and some times large things you make all the difference in the look of LIFE TEEN, it is notice and appreciate to the Sayers, Anne Marie, Maria, Sharon, Lin, Bill, thank you again.

To Dave MacPhee and John Stevens, for you support, friendship, fellowship and prayer thank you.  You are my brothers and it is good to always know that my brothers always have my back.


To Katie Bonner, Katie I am not sure if you will ever read this but thank you, working with you was always fun, and it was truly a blessing for me.  My only regret is that you are not here.  Can’t wait to see you in December as a beautiful bride, congrats and may God bless you in what ever you do.  I am proud of you and thank you for all you have done for LIFE TEEN.


To Cristina, thank you for coming to Halifax.  Thank you for leaving your home behind to come here.  Thank you for your friendship.  Thank you for being the gift that LIFE TEEN Halifax always needed, welcome to the club, you might (are) the best and member.  Thanks C for being you.


The final and most important thank you (other than God) goes to the teens of LIFE TEEN Halifax, whether you came once, come every week or fall some where in between, all this exists because of you.  This program is for you and it is through your continued yes to LIFE TEEN Halifax that we have made it to this milestone.  So bless you and thank you for your work, for your willingness to come here and help us.  Thank you finally for lead me and all the people at LIFE TEEN Halifax closer to Christ, I know it should be the other way around but it always seems to me that you help us grow in holiness as much if not more then we could ever help you.  So thank you.

Thanks for all, for all you have done, I hope all of you will be back at LT next week.  Know I love you all and I am forever grateful to God for each of you, (yes even you Joe).  I can’t wait to see you all again as we gather as a family to celebrate 1 year.  Until next week:
I’m Brad MacKinnon and that’s what I had to say.

(If you like or did not like this or would like to share some of you LT Memories from this yea, got to our form, click on LIFE TEEN section and post on the 1 year topic or the Brad’s Rants Review section).






