Brad's Rants

Hi all, your friendly neighbourhood Youth Minster ‘ordinaire’ here with his ninth and most interesting (from my prospective0, issue of, (na, na, na) Brad’s Rants.  I am this week as promised going to deal with the final question from Jan 22 LIFE Night, the meaning of life and death, (or death and life, which is my way of throw out some dyslexic humour).  This is going to be good so hold on.

To begin let me test your math skills.  Mine were never the best; in fact I was not good at all in math as soon as they added letters into the mix. Leave the letters in English class is what I always said.  Despite that, there is a good math equation that works for issues surround life & death that will get this discussion rolling. Ready, here we go

LIFE = DEATH & DEATH = LIFE

Confused? Does it feel like an algebraic equation run amuck?, Well, let me explain.  You see in the Christian tradition LIFE will lead to death but death will lead to life.  Still confused? Well try this, every time something changes in your life, a new school, or new job, new friend or anything this is LIFE but every life will lead to an end point or death.  Friends move, you change or graduate from school and so on.  This act of death or  change, is not the end but then a new beginning as the journey goes on and this leads us to new life, new school, new job, new friends and so on. So it is like a big circle but there is a logical beginning and end to this journey.

The beginning is the moment of conception. At that moment your life on earth begins, you are created, in the image and likeness of God, (or in non-Church speak, you are formed in God’s likeness, made to look like God does with a body that a soul lives in or a temple to the Holy Spirit [I got that on from the Mar 19 LIFE Night]).  The end of our earthly journey comes at death, when our mortal bodies cease to function and our pilgrim journey on earth comes to an end.  But then, life, we are taken up into heaven and our new life beginning, our eternal life with God.  So at the end life wins, God wins and conquers death, and death loses as the final equation always comes out as life and the end answer.

This lead us look at the first half of the question, what is the meaning of death?  We the truth is death was not part of God’s original plan, God wanted us to life for ever but Death came into the world through sin (read Genesis 2 on the scripture story of Adam and Eve.)  So this is why people die as sin entered into the world and changed the plan and corrupted humanity causing death.  The good news, as mentioned before Death is not the end but the beginning it is the beginning of our eternal life.  Death separates us from our earthly body but grants us eternal joy and love that is heaven and the after life.  So as Christ did we too must die and because of Christ’s victory of death through his resurrection so to by virtue of our baptism, we too are able to claim this victory over death.  So basically at the end of time, we too will rise from the dead with new glorified bodies and claim victory or death.  I think Paul put in his letter to the Romans, chapter 5, “for if we have grown into union with him through a death like his, we shall also be united with him in the resurrection”. (For more information Catechism of the Catholic Church or CCC 1006 to 1019)


Now to the second half of this article, ‘what is the meaning of life?’  This question is much more difficult to understand.  People have talked about this since the beginning of time and discussion will continue till the end of time.  One thing is certain: life is a gift from God (CCC 2258), and we have a duty to protect life from conception to natural death (CCC 2270).  The exact meaning of life, well this is tough.  So I thought I would give you not the perfect answer (mainly because I can’t find it), but the best answer I can give.  The purpose of human life is to seek and serve the Lord, it was written on our heart, or better put by Paul in his letter to the Corinthians chapter 2 verse 9, “But as it is written: ‘What eye has not seen, and ear has not heard, and what has not entered the human heart, what God has prepared for those who love him’."  God has a plan for each of us and in that plan, through that plan, we will find the true joy and purpose.  So the meaning of life is different for each person. It is up to us to through prayer and discernments to find the plan and then follow it with reckless abandon.  This will give you true joy and purpose and the meaning of love.  Trust me. I did and it works.
That’s it. I hope this will help you find purpose to life. Until next time:
I’m Brad MacKinnon and that’s what I had to say.

(If you like to ask any questions, Brad Rants is a topic in the LT section of the Forum or give me a new question to take on.  I’m ready coach, put me in).






